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On March 7, public school teachers held a one-day strike, and demonstrated in downtown Mexico
City. According to organizers, some 300,000 teachers were on strike, and that 95% of the schools in
the Mexico City metropolitan area were closed for the third time in less than a month. The strike was
organized by the National Coordinator of Educational Employees (CNTE), a dissident offshoot of the
National Union of Educational Employees (SNTE). The SNTE is the only teachers' union recognized
by the Labor Ministry. The CNTE's two major demands are the resignation of Carlos Jonguitud, who
has headed the SNTE for about two decades, and a 100% increase in teachers' salaries. The average
salary for primary school teachers is about 330,000 pesos per month ($155), and for secondary level
teachers, 350,000 pesos per month ($165). The teachers are threatening an indefinite national strike
beginning on April 10 if their demands are not met. The March 7 strike was described as the most
successful to date. An estimated 150,000 teachers participated in a march downtown. Mexico's
Public Education Secretariat has described the strikes as "illegal actions and contrary to the public
interest." According to a March 13 report by Notimex, the conflict between the CNTE and the SNTE
continues. At a congress in mid-February in Chetumal, the SNTE elected Jose Refugio Araujo as
secretary general, replacing Antonio Jaimes and ratified Carlos Jonguitud as "leader for life." CNTE
dissidents reiterated rejection of the SNTE's deliberations as "anti-democratic." CNTE adherents
refused to recognize SNTE section executive committees and members of the national executive
committee named at the February congress, and launched a work stoppage on Feb. 15. Nearly all
secondary and primary level schools were shut down in the Mexico City metropolitan area. In a
report covering school years 1986-88, the SNTE states that from 1986 to year-end 1988, consumer
price inflation totaled 315%, while primary school teachers' salaries increased only 159%, and
secondary teachers received a 193.5% increase. (Basic data from AFP, 03/07/89; Notimex, 03/13/89)
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